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1 (3) 
His Majeſties Declaration to all His loving Subjects of 
His Kingdom of England and Dominion of Wales, 
Concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


"CHARLES Re 
4 Dw much the peace of the State is concerned in the peace of the Church, and how 
difficult a thing it is to pꝛeſerve Oꝛder and Government in Civil, whitft there is 
ns Oꝛder 02 Government in Eccleſtaſtical Affairs,ts evident to the Wozld ; and 
- this little part of the Moꝛld, Our own Dominions, bath had ſo late experience 
of it, that We very well acquiefce in the Conelnfion, without eniargeing Our ſelf in 
diſcourſe upon it, it being a ſubject We have had frequent occaſſon to contemplate upon, 
and to lament, abꝛoad as well as at home. | _ 

In Dur Letter to the Speaker of the Bonſe of Commons from Breda, We declared how 
much We deſtred the Advancement and Pꝛopagatiton of the Pꝛoteſtant Religion ; That 
neither the unkindneſs of thoie of the ſame Faith towards Us, noz the Civilittes and Mb⸗ 
ligations from thoſe of a contrary Pꝛofeſſion ( of both which We have had abundant e vi⸗ 
dence ) coutd in the leaſt degree ſtartle Us, oꝛ make Us ſwerbe from it; and that nothing 
can be propoſed to manifeſt Dur Zeal and Uﬀection faz it, to 1 Me will nat readily 
conſent : And Me ſatd then, that We did hope in due time. Dur Self to pzopole lamewhat 
. foz the P2opagatton of it, that will ſatisñe the wozld, that We have alwayes made it bot 

Our Care and Dur Dtudp , and have _ obſerved what is moſt like to ing diſadvan- 
tage to tt. And the truth ts, Me ds think Dur Delf the moꝛe compotent to 4 1 
with Gods alſtſtance to determine many things now in difference , kram the tune Me 
habe fpent, and the experience Me have in moſt of the Kefo:zmed Churches 
ab20ad, in France, in the Low Countries, and in Germany, there Wo have had nt 
Conferences, with the moſt learned men, who have unanimouſly lamented the great Ke- 
pꝛoach the P2oteftant Religion undergoes from tho diſtempers and tog notoztons Dchilms 
in matters of Religion in England: And as the moſt learned amongſt them, have alwayes 
with great Dubmilſion and Reverence , acknowledged and magniffed the eſtabliſhed Go- 
bernment of the Church of England , and the groat Cauntenance and ſhelter the P20 
teſtant Religion received from it,befoze thoſe undappy times; Do many of them have with 
great ingenuity and ſozrow confefſed , that they were too eaſily mifled by mi{-infozmation 
and p2ejudice into ſome diſ-efteem of it, as if it had too mach complied with the Church of 
Rome; whereas they now acknowledge it to be the beſt Fence © O D hath yet raiſed 
againſt Poperp in the Wazld ; And We are perſwaded they do with great Zeal with if 
reſtoꝛed to its old Dignity and Ueneration. SR 

When We were in Holland, Me were attended by many grave and learnad Miniſters 
from hence, who were loked upon as the moſt able and pzincipal Aertozs of the Þaesbp- 
terian opintons,wtth whom We had as muchConference as the multitude of Aﬀairs which 
were then upon Us wauld permit Us to habe; and to our great Datisfaction and Cam 
found them Perſons full of Affection to Us,of Zeal fo2 the peace of the Church and Dtats, 
and neither Enemies (as they have ben given out to be) to Eptſcopacy , oz Liturgy, but 
modeſtly to deffre ſuch alterations in either, as, withont haking Foundations, might beit 
allay the pꝛeſent diſtempers , ſhich the Indiſpoſition of the time, and the tenderneſs of 
ſome mens Conſciences had contracted ; Foz the better doing whereof , We did intend, 
upon Dur firſt arrival in this Kingdom, to call a ©pnod of Divines,as the moſt ery 
pedtent to pzovide a pꝛoper remedy fo: all thoſe differences and dif-ſattafaitiong whichhad 
92 ſhould ariſe in matters of Religion; and in the mean time, We publiched in Our | 
ration from Breda, a Liberty to tender Conſciences,and that no man ſhould be difquieted o: 
called in queſtion foz differences of opinion in matter of Religion, which do not diffurb the 
Peace of the Kingdom , and that We ſhall be ready to conſent toſuch an Act of Warlis- 
ment as upon mature deliberation fhall be offered to Us, foz the fall granting that In⸗ 


dulgence. On 

Whilſt We continned in this temper of minds and Reſolution, and habe fo far com- 
plyed with the perſwaſion of particular Verte, and the diſtemper of the time, me 
eee ede. | 2 contente 
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Our Selk to the matters in difference, untill ſuch a 


A 


(4) 

contented with the exerciſe of Pur Religion in Dur own Chappel , accozding to the con- 
ſtant pꝛadice and Laws eſtabliſhed, without enjopning that pzacttce, and the obſervation of 
thoſe Laws in the Churches of the Kingdom; in lchich We have undergone the Cenſure 
of many, as if We were without that Zeal foz the Church nhich We ought to have, and 
kth by Gods grace, We ſhall alwayes retein; We have found Dur Selk not ſo cans 

didly dealt with as We have deſerved, and that there are unquiet and reſtleſs Spirits, 

cho, without abating any of their own diſtemper in recompence of the Poderation they 
finde in Us,conttnne their bitterneſs againſt the Church, and endeavour to raiſe Jealouſies 
of Us and to leſſen Dur Reputation by their Repzoaches, as if We were not true to the 
P2ofefſians We have made: And in oꝛder therunto, they have very unſeaſonably cauſed 
to be pꝛinted, publiſhed and diſperſed thzonghout the Kingdom, a Declaration heretefoze 
p:inted in Dur Name, during the time of Dur being in Scotland, of vhich We ſhall ſap no 
moze, than that the Circumſtances by vhich We were enfozced to ſign that Declaration, 
are enough known to the Wozld ; And that the wozthieſt and greateſt part of that Na- 

tton did even then deteſt and abhoꝛr the til uſage of Us in that particular, vhen the lame 
T p2anny was exerciſed there by the power of a few ill men, wich at that time had ſpꝛead 
it ſelfover this Kingdom : and therefoze We had no reaſon to exped, that We ſhould at 

this ſeaſon, ichen We are doing all We can to wipe ont the memozy of all that hath been 

done amiſs by other men, and, We thank G DD, have wiped it out of Dur own re⸗ 

ro ly babe ben Dur Self aſſaulted with thoſe Repzoaches, ſchich We will likes 

e fo:get. 

Dince the Pzinting this Declaration, ſeveral ſeditions Pamphlets and Querees have 
bern publiſhed and ſcattered abzoad, to infale Dillike and Jealonſtes into the hearts of the 
People, and of the Armp : and ſome who ought rather to have repented the fozmer michtef 
they have w2onght, than to habe endeavoured to tmpzove it, have had the bardineſs to pubs 
lich, that the Doctrine ofthe Church, againſt which no man with whom We have confers 
red hath ercepted, ought to be refozmed, as well as the Diſctpline. 

This over-paſstonate and turbulent way of pꝛocæ ding, and the Jmpatience We find in 
many foz ſome ſpœdy determination in theſe matters, wherebp the minds of men map be 
compoſed, and the peace ofthe Church eſtabliſhed, hath pzevailed with Us to invert the 
method We had pꝛopoſed to Dur Delf, and even in oder to the better calling and compo⸗ 
ſing of a Dpnod (which the pꝛeſent Jealouſtes will hardly gre upon) by the aſſiſtance of 
Gods bleſſed Spirit, which We daily invoke and ſupplicate, to give ſome determination 

| pnod map be called, as may without 
paſſion oz pzejudice,give Us ſuch farther aſſiſtance towards a perfect union of Aﬀections, as 
well as ſubmiſſion to Authozity, as is neceſſary : And we are the rather induced to take 
this upon Us, by finding, upon the fall Conference We have had with the learned men of 
ſeveral perſwaſfons, that the miſchtefs, under which both the Church and State do at pꝛe⸗ 
ſent ſuffer, do not reſult from any fozmed Decrine 02 Concluſion which either Party 


maintains oz avows, but from the Paſſion and Appetite and Intereſt of particular Pers 


ſons, who contract greater pzejudice to each other, from thoſe Aﬀections, than would natur⸗ 
ally riſe from their Opinions; and thoſe diſtempers muſt be in ſome degre allaped, befoze 
the merting in a Synod can be attended with better ſucceſſe, than their meting in other 
places, and their diſcourſes in Pulpits have hitherto ben ; and till all thoughts of Uiao:p 
are laid aſfde, the humble and necellary thoughts foz the Uindication of Truth cannot be 
enough entertained. 

We muſt, foz the honour of all thoſe of either perſwaſton with whom We have confers 
red, declare, That the P2ofeſſions and Deſtres of all foz the advancement of Piety and 
true Godlineſs, are the fame; their P:ofeſſions of Zeal foz the Peace of the Church, the 
ſame ; of Aﬀection and Duty to Us, the ſame ; They all appzove Epiſcopacy; The 
all appzobe a ſet fozm of Liturgy ; And they all diſpꝛobe and diſlike the fin of @acriledge, 
and the Alienation of the Revenue of the Church; And if — theſe excellent Founda⸗ 
tions, in ſubmiſſion to which there is ſach a harmony of Aﬀections, any ſuperſtructures 
Hould.be raiſed , to the ſhaking thoſe Foundations, and fo the contracting and leffening 
the bleſſed gift of Charity, which is a vital part of Chriſtian Religion , We ſhall think 
Our ſelf very nnfoztunate , and even ſuſpec that Me are defecive in that adminiſtration 
of Government with which G O O hath entraſted Us. 

We need nat p2otelle the high Affection and eſteem We have foz the Church of England 
as it is eſtabliſhed by Law ; the Reverence to which it bath — Us with GW WS 
bleſſing, againſt many temptations: Noz do Me think that Reverence in the leaſt degree 


diminicher 


| © 3 BM | 

diminiſhed by Dur Condeſcentions, not peremptoꝛily fo inſtſt on ſome particulars of Ce⸗ 
remony, which, however introduced by the Piety and Devotion, and Ozder of fozmer 
times, may not be ſo agreable to the pꝛeſent, but may even leſſen that Piety and Devatt- 
on, foz the impꝛovement whercof they night happtiy be firſt introduced, and conſequeiitly 
map well be diſpenſed with; and We hope this charitable compliance of Dars will di(- 
poſe the mindes of all men to a chearſull ſubmiſston to that Auihozity, the pzeſervation 
thereof is ſo neceſſary fo2 the Unity and Peace of the Church; and that they will acknow⸗ 
ledge the ſappozt of the Tpiſcopal Authozity, to be the beft ſappozt of Religion, by being 
the beſt means to contein the mindes of men within the Rules of Government: pa thep 
ſcho would reſtrain the ererciſe of that holp function within the Rules which were obſerved 
in the Pztmitive times, muſt remember and conſider, that the Eccleſiaſtical Power, being 
in thoſe bleſſed times alwapes ſuboꝛdinate and ſubject to the Civil ; it was itkewtſe propoꝛ⸗ 
ttoned to ſuch an extent of Juriſdiction as was moſt agreeable to that; And as the Danct- 
ity and Simplicity and Reſignatton of that Age, did then refer many things to the Biſhops, 
ſchich the policy of ſucceeding Ages would not admit, at leaſt did otherwiſe provide foz ; ſo 
it can be no reproach to pꝛimitive Epiſcopacp, if there there have been great alterations in 
the Civili Government, from that was then, there have been likewiſe ſome difference and 
alteration in the Eccleſtaſtical, the Eſſence and Foundation being ſtiil pꝛeſerved. And 
upon this ground, withouttaking upon Us to cenſare the Government of the Church in 
other Countries, there the Government of the State is different from vpat it ts here, oz 
enlarging Dur Sell upon the Reaſons iby,whilſt there was an Imagination of erecting a 
Democratical Government here in the State, they ſhould be willing to continue an Art- 
ſtocratical Government in the Church; It ſhall ſuffice to ſap, that ſince, by the wonder⸗ 
full bleſſing of God, the hearts of this ole Nation are returned to an obedience to Pon⸗ 
archique Government in the State, it muſt be very reaſonable to ſupport that Govern- 
ment in the Church vhich ts eſtabliſhed by Law, and with which the Ponarchy hath flon- 
riched through lo many Ages, and vhich is in truth as ancient in this Aland as the Chrt- 
ſtian Ponarchy thereof; and ſchich hath alwayes in ſome reſpects oz degrees been enlar- 
ged oz reſtrained, as hath been thought moſt conducing to the Peace and Yappineſs of the 
Kingdom; and therefoze We have not the leaſt doubt, but that the preſent Biſhops, will 
think the pꝛeſent Conceſitons now made by Us to allay the pꝛeſent diſtempers, very juſt 
and reaſonable, and will very cheerfally confozm themſelves therennto. | 

1. Me do in the firſt place Declare, Our purpoſe and Reſolution is and ſhall be, to pro- 
mote the power of Godlineſſe, to encourage the ererciſes of Religion both publick and pzt- 
vate, and to take care that the Los day be applyed to holy exerciſes, without unneceſſary 
divertiſments ; and that inſufficient, negligent, and ſcandalous Piniſters be not permit⸗ 
ted in the Church; And that as the pꝛeſent Biſhops are known to be men of great and ex⸗ 
emplar piety in their lives, nhich they have maniteſted in their notoꝛious and nnexamplev 
Dufferings during thele late diſtempers; and of great and known ſufficiency of learning; 
So We ſhall take ſpecial Care, by the aſiſtance of God, to pzefer no men to that Office 
and Charge, but men of Learning, Airtue and Ptety, (bo map be themſelves the beit 
examples to thoſe who are to be Governed by them; And We ſhall expect, and p2obide 
the beſt Me can, that the Biſhops be frequent Pzeachers, and that they do very often 
peach themſelves in ſome Church of their Dioceſs,ercept they be hindered by ſickneſs, o2 
other bodily infirmtties, o2 ſome other juſtifiable occaſſion, which all not be thought juſtt- 
flable A it ab 7 51 3 i e 9 3 
2. Wecaule the Wiocelles; eſpecially ſome of them, are thought io be of too large extent: 
We will appoint ſuch a Number of Suffragan Biſhops in every Dioceſs, as ſþall be ſul⸗ 
ww 1 ona of their * | 
3, Ho DLUYoP wall V20aitn, oz exerciſe anp part of Juriſdiction which appertains to 
the Cenſures of the Church, without the advice and aſſiſtance of the Pꝛes botory ; And no 
Chancellozs, Commillaries, oz Dffctals, as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe any Act of Spiritual Ju⸗ 
rildiction in theſe caſes ( viz.) Crcommunicatton, Abſolutton oꝛ wherein any of the Pint- 
{rp are concerned, with reference to their paſforal charge. However, Dur intent and 
meaning is to uphold and maintain the P2ofeſſton of the civil Law ſo far and in ſuch 
matters as it bath been of uſe and pꝛactice within Dur Kingdoms and Dominions; Albeit 
ns to Crcommunication, Dur Will and Pleaſure is, that no Chancellor, Commiſſarp 03 
Otlictal ſhall Decree any Sentence of Excommunication oꝛ Ablolution, oz be Judges in 
thoſe things uberein any of the Pintſtry are concerned, as is afozeſaid. Noz ſhall the 
Arch-deacon exerciſe any Juriſdiction n the advice and aſiſtance ol ſir Piniſters ol 


his 
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rr r | (6) | 
his Arch-deaconry, whereofthree fo be nominated by the Biſhop, and three by the electi⸗ 
on of the majo2 part of the Presbpters within the Arch-deaconry, | | 

4. To the end that the Deans and Chapters map be the better fitted to affo2d counſel 
and aſiſtance to the Biſhops, both in Ozdinatton and the other Offices mentioned before : 
Me will take care that thoſe Preferments be given to the moſt learned and pions Pres- 
byters ol the Dioceſs: And moreover that an equal number ( to thoſe of the Chapter ) of 
the molt learned, pious and diſcreet Pꝛelbyters of the ſame Dioceſs, annually choſen by 
the majoꝛ vote of all the Pꝛesbyters of that Dioceſs, pꝛeſent at ſuch Elections, ſhall be 
al wapes adviſing and aftiring, together with thoſe of the Chapter, in all Oꝛzdinations and 
in every part of Juriſoiction vhich appertains to the Cenſures of the Church, and at all 
other ſolemn and impoztant Acttons in the exerciſe of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction 
wherein any of the Piniſtry are concerned: P2ovided, that all ſuch meetings, the number 
of the Pintſters ſo elected and thoſe preſent of the Chapter ſhall be equal and not exceed 
one the other, and that to make the numbers equal, the Juniors of the erceeding number 
be withdꝛawn, that the moſt ancient map take place: No2 ſhall any Suſtfragan Biſho 
D2datn oꝛ ererctſe the ſoꝛe⸗menttoned Oflices and Acts of ſpiritnal Juriſdiction, but wit 
the advice and aſtſtance ot a ſuffictent number ofthe moſk judicious and pions Pꝛesbpters 
annualty choſen, as afozeſaid, within his P2ecincts: And Dur Will is, that the great 
wozk of D2dination be conſtantly and ſolemnly perfozmed by the Biſhop and his afoze- 
ſatd P2esvvlery, at the four ſet times and ſeaſons appointed by the Church foz that 
purpoſe. i 

5. We will take care that Confirmation be rightly and ſolemnly perſozmed, by the in⸗ 
fozmation and with the conſent ofthe Piniſter of the place; who ſhall admit none to the 
Lo2d's Supper, tili they habe made a credible Pꝛofeſſion of their Faith, and pꝛomiſed 
Obedience to the Will of God; acco2ding as ts expꝛeſſed in the Conſiderations ol the 
Rubrick befoze the Catechilm 3 And that all poſſible dtiigence be uſed fo2 the Inſtruction 


and Refozmation of ſcandalous Dfikendozs, whom the Piniſter ſhall not ſuffer to partaks 


of the Lozds Table, antill they have openly declared themſelves to have truly repented 
and amended their loꝛmer naughty Lives, as is partly expꝛeſſed in the Rubrick, and moze 
fully in the Canons; P2ovided, there be place foz due Appeals to Duperioz Powers. But 
beſtdes the ®uffragans and their Pꝛesbytery, every Rural Dean (thoſe Deans, as bere⸗ 
tofoze, to be nominated by the Biſhop of the Dioceſs ) together with tþzee oz four Pint- 
ſters of that Deanerp , choſen by the majoz part of all the Piniſters within the ſame, 
{hail meet once in every moneth, toreceive ſuch Complaints as ſhall be pzeſented to them 
by the Piniſters oz Church Wardens of the reſpective Pariſhes; and al ſo to compoſe all 
ſuch differences betwirt Party and Party, as ſhall be referred unto them by wap of Arb{- 
tration , and to condince Offenders, and refo:m all ſuch things as they finde amiſs by 
their Paſtozal Rep2oofs and Admonitions, if they may be ſo refozmed; And ſuch M 
ters as they cannot by this Paſtoꝛal and Perſwaſive wap compoſe and reſazm, are op 
them to be pzepared ſoz, and pꝛeſented to the Bilhopz at which meeting any other Pini- 
ſers of that Deanery, may, if thep pleale , be pꝛeſent and aſſt, Pozeovber, the Rural 
Dean and his Aſſiſtants are in their reſpective Diviſions to ſee, that the cbtldzen and 
pounger ſo2t be carefully inſtructed by the reſpective Piniſters of every Pariſh, in the 
Gzounds of Chaifttan Religion, and be able to give a good account of thei Faith and 
Knowledge, and alſo of thetr Chꝛiſttan Converſation confozmable thereunto , befaze 
they be confirmed by the Biſhop , oz admitted to the Dacrament of the Laad's 
Supper. | 

6. No Biſhop ſhall exerciſe aup Arbitrary Power, oz do oz impoſe any tying 
upon 1— Clergy 92 the People, but what is accozding to the known Law of the 


D. oy 
"_ We are very glad to find, that all with whom we hade conferred, doin their Judge- 


nts appzove a Liturgy oz fet om of Woztlhip, to be Lawfull ; which iu 
Dur Juagement, fo2 the p:eſervation of Unity, and Wnifozmity, We conceive to be 
very neceſſary: And though we do eſteem the Liturgy of the Church of England, con- 


teined Bok of Common⸗Pꝛaver, and by Law eſtabliſhed, to be the beſt Me habe 
ten: And We belteve, that We have fern all that are ertant and uſed in this part of the 
Wozld, and well know what Reverence moft of the Refozmed Churches, dz at leaſt 
the mof# Learned men in thoſe Churches have foz it: Pet fince We find fome extep⸗ 
tions made againſt ſeveral things therein: Me will appoint an equal number of Lear- 


ned Divines of both Perſwaſtons, to review the ſame, and to make fach e, 5 


(7) 1 wk 
ſhall be thought moſt neceſſary ; and ſome avdttional Fozms (in the Dcripfure ph2aſe, 
as near as map be) ſatted unto the nature of the ſeverali parts of Wozlthip, and that it 
be left to the Pinifters choice to uſe one oz other at his diſcretion, In the mean time, 
and till this be done, although We do heartily wilh and deſire , that the Mintſters in 
their ſevera! Cyurches, becauſe thep diſlike ſome Clauſes and Txp:eſſions, would not 
totally lap afive the uſe of the Bok. of Common-P2aper , but read thoſe parts againſk 
which there can be no exception; which would be the beſt inſtance of declining thoſe 
marks of diſtinction, which UUe ſo much labour and deſire to remove; Pet in Compaſſion 
to divers of Dar god Subjects, who ſcruple the uſe of it as now it is, Our Wilt and 
Pleaſure is, that none be puntthed oz troubled foz not uſtng it, unttll it be reviewed, and 
effecuallp Refozmed, as afo:eſaid. | ID 

8. Laſtly, Concerning Ceremonies , which have adminiſtred ſo much matter of 
differense and contention, and which have ben introduced by the Wiſdom and Autho- 
rity of the Church, foz edification, and the impꝛovement of Pietp: We ſhall ſap no 
moze, but that Me have the moze eſtm ofall, and Reverence foz many of them, by 
having ben pꝛeſent in many of thoſe Churches where they are msft aboliſhed, oz diſcoun⸗ 
tenanced; And it cannot be doubted, but that, as the Untverſal Church cannot intro⸗ 
ducs one Ceremony in the Moꝛſhip of God, that is contrary to Gods Wozd erpzeſſed 
in the Scripture; lo every National Church, with the Appzobation and Conſent of the 
Doveraign Power, map, and hath alwayes introduced ſuch particular Ceremonies , 
as in that conjunaure of time are thought moſt P2oper foz edification and the neceflary 
impꝛobement of Piety and Devotion in the People, thongh the neceſſary p2zacice there? . 
of cannot be deduced from Dcripture ; And that which befoze was, and in it ſelf is indif- 
ferent, ceaſes to be indifferent, after it is once effabliſhed by Law: And therefoze Our 
pꝛeſent Conſtderation and UUozk is, to gratifle tbe pzivate Conſciences of thoſe who 
are grieved with the uſe of ſome Ceremonies, by indulging to, and difpencing with 
their omitting thoſe Ceremontes ; not ntterly to aboliſh any which are eſfablthed 
by Law, (if any are pꝛactiſed contrary to Law, the ſame ſhall. ceaſe ch wonld be 
unfuſt, and of til example; and ts impoſe upon the Conſcience of ſome, ſoz the ſatisfaction 
of the Conſcience of others, which is otherwiſe pzovided foz; As it cduld not be rea 


ſonable that men ſhonld erpect , that UUe ihould Dur Self decline, 82 enjoyn a 
to do ſo, to receive the Bleffed Dacrament Dur Knes , UUhich in Pur Eonſei⸗ 
ence is the moſt humble, moſt debout, and m L poſture foz that 115 Duty , 
becauſe ſome other men, upon reafons beſt, if not only knotvn to themſelves, 1 ras 
a er to do it ſitting oz ſtanding ; We ſhall leabe all decifions and determination of that 

n 


d, if thep ſhail be thought neceffary ſoz a perfect and entire Unity and Unifoxnit 
th:zoughont the Nation, to the advice of a Nattonal Synod, which ball he dle eats 
led, after a littie time, and a mutual Converſation betwen pertons of different pers 
ſwaſtons , hath mollifled thoſe VIE , apatep thote charpneiles, and er kin 1 5 
thole fealouſtes which make men unfit fo; thofe Confultations ; And upon ſach advice, 
We thalt uſe Our beſt endeavonr,that ſuch Laws may nene as La veſt 7 6vide 
fo: the Peace of the Church and State. Pꝛobided that none ſhall be denied the Sacra 
— 3 Ly Lo2ds Dupper, though they do not nſe the geſture of knoling in the Act of 

Jn the mean time, out of Compaſstion and Compliance towards thoſe who would foze⸗ 
bear the Crols in 1Baptifm, Ade are content that no man ſhall be compelled to uſe the 
ſame, oz ſuffer toz not doing it: But if any Parent deũtre to have his Childe Chiſtened ac- 
coꝛding to the Fozm uſed, and the Pinfſfer will not uſe the. Sign, it (all be lawfull foz 
that Parent to pꝛocure another Piniſker to do it: And if the pꝛoper Pinifter all refuſe to 
omit that Ceremony of the Croſs, it ſhall be lawful foz the Parent, who would not have his 
— ſo Baptized, to pꝛocure another Piniſter to do it, who will do it accozding to his 
deſire, | | 

No man {hall be compelled to bow at the Name ot JESUS, oz ſuffer in any degree oz 
not doing it, without repꝛoaching thoſe who out of their Devotion continue that ancient 
Ceremony of the Church. 

Foz the uſe of the Durplice > We are contented that all men be left to their liberty to 
do as they ſhall think fit without ſuffering in the leaſt degze foz wearing 02 not wearim 
it: Pꝛovided, that this liberty do not extend to Our own Chappel , Cathedzal, oz Colle⸗ 

tate Churches, oz to any Colledg in either of Dur Univerſities , but that the ſeveral 


tatutes and Cuſtomes foz the ule thereof in the ſaid places, be there obſerved as foz- 
merlp. 5 2 And 


— 
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| And becauſe ſome men, otherwiſe pions and learned, ſap, They cannot confoꝛm unto the 
If F Subſcription required by the Canon, noz take the Dathof Canonical Obedience; ce are 
content, and it ts Dur Mtil and Pleaſure, (ſo they take the Daths of Allegiance and Su⸗ 
| pꝛemacy) that they hall receive W2dinaiton, Inſtitution and Jnducion,and ſhall be permit- 
ted to exerciſe their Function, and to enfoy the Pꝛoſtis of their Livings, without the ſatd 
| Subſcription oz Pach of Canonicall Obedience: And mozeover, That no Perſons in the 
18 Univerſtties ſhail fo the want of ſuch ®uvſcriptton be hindered in the taking ol their Des 
gres, Laſtly, That none be judged to fozfeit his Pzeſentation oz Beneflce, oz be depꝛibed 
| of it, upon the D:acnte of the Thirteenth of Qnen Elizabeth, Chapter the Twelfth, ſo he 
| read and declare his aſſent to atl the Articles of Religton, which onely concern the Con⸗ 
. feſſion of the true Chꝛiſtian Faith, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments compꝛiſed in the 
Bok of Articles in the ſatd Diatute mentioned. Jn a wozd, We do again renew what 
We have fozmerly ſaid in Dur Declaration from Breda, foz the liberty of tender Conſci- 
ences, that no man ſhall be di{quteted oz called in queſtion fo2 differences of Opinion in 
|. matters of Religion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom; and ik any have ben 
2 1 in that kind face Dar arrival here, tt hath not pzoceded from anp direction 
urs. 
To conclude, and in this place fo explain what We mentioned befoze, and ſaid in Dur 
|| (Letter to the Youſe oi Commons from Breda, That We hoped in due time, Our Selk to 
ö pꝛopoſe ſomewhat foz the Pꝛopagation of the Pzoteſtant Religion, that will ſatisfle the 
4} Wild, that We have al ways made it both Our Care and Dar Studp, and have enough 
| obſerved what is moſt like to bzing diſadvantage to it: UUWe do conjure all Pur Loving 
1 Subjects to acquieſce in. and ſubmit to, this Dur Declaration concerning thoſe differences 
| which have ſo much diſquieted the Nation at home, and given ſuch offence to the Pꝛoteſtant 
| Churches abꝛoad, and bzonght ſach repꝛoach upon the Pꝛoteſtant Religion in general, from 
ih the enemies thereol as if upon obſcure nations of Faith and Fancie,it did admit the pzacice 
ok Chꝛiſtian Duties and Obedience to be diſcoutitenanced and ſuſpended, and introduce a 
Licence in Opinions and Panners to the pzejudice of the Chꝛiſtian Faith. And let Us all 
fl endeavour, and emulate each other in thoſe endeavoꝛs, to countenance and advance the P20- 
. teſtant Reitgion abꝛoad, which will be beſt done by ſuppozting the Dignity and Reverencs 
due to the beſt Refozmed Pꝛoteſtant Church at home; and Ty, being once fr&d from the 
Calumntes and Repzoaches it hath undergone theſe late ill times. will be the beit 
| thelter fo2 thoſe abzoad, which will by that Countenance, both be the better pzotected 
| againſt their enemies, and be the mo2e eaffly induced to compoſe the differences amongſt 
themſelves, which give their enemies moze advantage againſt them: And UUe hope and 
expect,that all men will hence fozward fozbear to vent any ſuch Docrine in the Pulpit, oz - 
| to endeavo2 to wozke in ſuch manner upon the Aﬀections of the People as may diſpoſe 
4 them to an ill opinion of As and the Gobernment, and to diſturb the Peace of the Kingdont. 
i 4 UUbich it all men will in their ſeveral Aocations endeavour to pꝛeſer ve with the ſame 
1 Affection and Zeal UWe Dur Delf will do; all Dur god Dubjeas will by Gods bleſſing 
| upon Us enfap as great a meaſure of Felicity, as this Nation bath ever done, and which 
Aue ſhall conſtantly labour to pꝛocure foz them, as the greateſt bleſſing God can beſtow 
upon Us in this UUozld, 
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Given at Our Court at Whitehall, this Twenty 
fifth day of October. 16 60. 


